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The covenant is not just a theological conception, but also a conception in the 
political science. As an essential part of Christian thought, it has blended in modern 
society in a subtle way in which the Christian faith is used as a carrier. The conception 
of the covenant bases on the holy Bible, originally it means the establishment of a 
clear and persistent binding relationship between God and human being. Then 
gradually the conception became secularized. And the covenant changes into compact 
or contract built on the basis of moral foundation, witnessed by the relevant higher 
authority, between people or parties having independent and equal status. 
The concept of covenant is logically compatible with the constitutionalism. As an 
institutional arrangement of polity, the ultimate goal of constitutionalism is to protect 
individual freedom. Constitutional institutions consist of democracy, checks and 
balances in political power, the rule of law. The fundamental values of 
constitutionalism include individual equality, sacred rights, limited government, and 
these values are coincidentally covered by the covenant of Christianity. Therefore, the 
concept of Christian covenant is one of the sources of constitutional thought, endows 
the constitutionalism of moral foundation and transcendental background. 
In the development of modern American constitutionalism, the traditional 
concept of covenant built a solid social foundation, and theoretically supported the 
construction of the U.S. federal system. The practice of Modern American 
Constitutional experiment was also influenced by the covenant. Therefore, to some 
extent the Christian concept of covenant shaped the American constitutional 
civilization. The development of the modern constitutionalism in the U.S. can be 
regarded as a transformation from covenant to the constitution. Constitution derives 
from the covenant, and constitutionalism bases on the constitution. The covenant has 
provided the specific paradigm and theoretical support for the formation of American 
constitutionalism, driving the constitutionalism going forward. 
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